
Theme 
Everyone is invited to God's celebration. 
Author 
Jennifer Edwards, DCE (former missionary to Slovakia) 
Supplies 
Party invitations, party hats and favors. Perhaps a cake 
to share with the children. (cake is optional) 
Scripture 
“’Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' So, the servants went out 
into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.” Matthew 22:9-10 (NIV) 
Key 
(Italicized words in paratheses are instructions for the leader) 
 

• Have any of you have ever given a party?  

• Maybe it was a birthday party, or a slumber party. Maybe you had a picnic or a costume 
party. Maybe you haven’t given a party, but you’ve been to one?  

• No matter what kind of party you give or go to, it is a lot of work to get ready for a party, 
isn't it?  

• (While you’re talking pass out the party hats and favors and invitations you brought) 

• First, you must decide what kind of a party you are going to have.  

• Then you have to go out and buy the decorations or make them yourself.  

• You have to plan what games you are going to play and make sure that you have all the 
proper equipment for the games.  

• Next you need to decide what you are going to serve and go to the store to buy 
refreshments. (If you bring cupcakes to share, now is the time to draw their attention to 
them, but wait to give them the cupcakes until after service and after they have asked 
their parents if it’s ok.)  

• After you have made all the plans, you make a list of who you are going to invite and 
send out the invitations. 

• Have you ever planned a party and sent out the invitations, but no one showed up?  

• Oh, I hope not! If that happened, how do you think it would make you feel? Would you 
be angry? Would your feelings be hurt? What do you think you might do? 

• Jesus once told about a king who threw a party, but none of the people he invited 
showed up for his party.  

• In Jesus' story, the king was going to have a party for his Son who was getting married.  

• Since he was a king, and this was his only son, you can imagine that it was going to be 
quite a celebration, and it was a tremendous honor to be invited! 

• All of the plans had been made, the food was prepared, the invitations had been sent.  

• The day of the celebration came, but no one showed up!  

• The king sent his servants to see where the people were and why they had not come to 
his celebration. The people all began to make excuses about how busy they were. 



• The king was very upset, so he told his servants to go out into the streets and invite 
everyone they saw to come to his son's wedding celebration.  

• They did exactly what the king told them to do, and the Bible tells us that the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. 

• When Jesus tells stories in the Bible, a lot of the time, the people in the story represent 
God or his followers. In this story, the King is God and Jesus is His Son.  

• God is going to have a great celebration for His Son in Heaven, and we have all been 
invited. Sadly, some people will turn down God's invitation. Many of the Jews who knew 
the Old Testament, rejected Jesus as the Son of God and turned down God’s invitation. 

• But God extended the invitation to not just Jews in Israel but all people in all places – 
even you and me in __(city/state)___! 

• There are some that haven’t been invited yet, people who don’t know that God wants 
them to spend forever with Him, but this is a celebration everyone is invited to, and God 
asks us to go and invite everyone that we can!  

• This is what missionaries do. Ethan and Amanda who live in Costa Rica tell teenagers 
who don’t know Jesus well that God loves them and has good plans for their lives now 
and in eternal life.  

• Maria and Zane in Cambodia tell children who have never heard of Jesus that He is 
God’s Son and He came to make them God’s children, too.  

• Sarah in Hungary tells moms and their children that Jesus died for them and they are 
invited to God’s heavenly party.  

• And Rachel and Hannah in Senegal tell children from lots of different countries who 
believe in different religions that the Christian God is the God of every country and He 
has invited people from all cultures and languages to be part of His family. 

• Who do you know that doesn’t know they’re invited to God’s party in heaven? What 
good news could you share with them? (allow kids to answer if they have ideas or 
prompt them to think about classmates, neighbors, teammates, etc.) 

 
Dear Father / thank you / for inviting us / to join you in your heavenly celebration / Help us find 
the courage / to invite everyone we can / to your celebration / In Jesus' name we pray / Amen. 
 
(The prayer can be said solely by the leader or can be a “repeat after me” prayer. If you chose to 
do “repeat after me” the slashes are guide the leader for where to stop, to allow the kids to 
repeat after them.) 
 
 
 


