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INTRO: In the book, God is Back, the authors state that around the
world, “religion is succeeding in harnessing the tools of modernity to
propagate its message.”1 Though the internet is often associated with terrible and godless
content, it is also being used by God’s people to evangelize the lost.

Rev. Dr. Fungchatou Lo is one of MCN’s missionaries who works with the Hmong in Southeast
Asia. When Covid hit, he was no longer able to travel in order to train and encourage Hmong
leaders, but he discovered that he could continue his work by using the internet. Church leaders
would gather in a room and open a laptop connected to the internet and learn from Fung about
God’s love and how to invite others to know Him.

Inevitably, government officials hear of Fung’s training and rush the rooms filled with Hmong
leaders. Quickly and quietly a participant closes the laptop and Fung is gone. As soon as the
coast is clear, they reconnect. Fung’s students are relentless. They are not going to give up and
go home. They feel an urgency to learn about our Lord Jesus and to learn how to invite others
to the wedding feast.

THE PARABLE ABOUT A RELENTLESS KING: In Jesus’s parable today we see that our God is
serious when it comes to filling His banquet hall for eternity. From the first sin up until today, he
has worked ceaselessly to call into his eternal feast all lost people. Our God is truly the King of
heaven. His reign is active, and it is all about saving the lost. In the parable Jesus describes the
King as relentless. He “sent his servants to call those who were invited to come to the wedding
feast…but they would not come” (vs 3). What?! So, he sends more servants. “Tell them I have
prepared my dinner, that the ox and fatted calf have been killed, and everything is ready” (vs.
4). They stubbornly refuse. Some are too interested in working their farms or businesses. Others
mistreat the servants and even kill some. The king sends out the troops to destroy the
murderers.

But the King doesn’t let up.  He sends out his servants to the highways and byways. “Invite to
the wedding feast as many as you can find…both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled
with guests” (vv. 9-10). This is no joking matter for the king. The banquet hall WILL be filled. You
can feel the urgency.

PHARISEES FILTER, PRESERVE COMFORT, FEAR OF MIXING: This parable seems to have been
directed at the Pharisees who didn’t seem to understand who this banquet was for. It had to be
a shock to them that Jesus states that bad and good will find a place at the feast. Maybe even
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more damning was that while the Pharisees claimed to be God’s people, they weren’t aligned to
our Lord’s mission.
● Rather than invite people to the banquet, they had a lot of rules that they could deploy

to filter out the unwanted.
● The church leaders had it pretty good and were comfortable the way things were. Jesus

seems to be suggesting changes.
● It must have been frightening to think about the risks of engaging those outside their

normal groups or community.

OUR FILTERS: Do we have filters to keep people out? What kind of barriers have we raised in our
own communities? [Suggest local examples if applicable.]

PRESERVE OUR COMFORT: Are we comfortable in the knowledge that we have the invite and
feel no urgency to help others?  Some have said, “We actually have a pleasure-seeking
Christendom, which exhausts itself in edification and constructing, but never becomes the living
building [Eph. 2].”2 As long as a congregation operates this way, there is no way it can have an
impact on the world. [Again, suggest local examples.]

OUR FEARS: Are we afraid of the highways and byways? In the 1950s Georg Vicedom wrote,
“Today we have a Christianity that shies away from suffering, which still goes on dreaming of a
Christianized world…”3 Is it different today? Are we afraid to go out and invite both bad and
good into the wedding feast?

GOSPEL: Our Lord knows our weaknesses and our fears. He knows the temptations that beset
us. We know he is a sending God, and he knows what it is to be sent. Jesus is not only one sent
to proclaim salvation, he is also the Savior who brings salvation.

He came to be Immanuel, God with us. In his walk to the cross, he was tempted by Satan. He
had church leaders who fought him the whole way. His own disciples argued with him about his
work. His flawless teaching was dismissed. His miracles, including raising people from the dead,
were brushed aside and ignored for political gain and power. He was finally falsely accused,
abused, shamed, beaten, and crucified. He bore our sins and the sins of the world on the cross
and never wavered. He paid eternal damnation for all so that all might have a place at the
wedding feast.

He was relentless.

Jesus is the first to rise, never to die again, and before he ascended into heaven, he sent his
church to go to the highways and byways and invite in both bad and good to the banquet.

3 Ibid., p. 139.
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By the power of the Spirit working in us, we, as his servants, become relentless with the
invitations to the banquet. This is what we do in our own context: [Here is an opportunity to
encourage the congregation in the many ways that they have already been sent and alert them
to new opportunities.]

MCN PARTNERSHIP: This is what we do when we partner with Mission of Christ Network. MCN
presently has 42 missionaries serving in cross-cultural ministries in 20 countries, now including
an Arab-speaking outreach in the United States.

People often ask our missionaries why they need to go overseas when so many in the US don’t
know Jesus. The answer is found in the latest polls show that 67% of US citizens self-identify as
Christian4, though Gallup found that only 47% of all citizens belong to a church.5 This means
that those sent to invite people to the eternal wedding feast in our own context are about
one-to-one. In Hong Kong, about 12% of the population is Christian.6 In Taiwan, 3.9% are
Christian.7 Cambodia is about .3% Christian!8

Tim and Diane Esala are two of MCN’s mission partners who work with children in Cambodia.
Listen to them tell about their work: [Show their video or tell their story as printed below.]

CONCLUSION: Upon the death of Martin Luther, a paper was discovered in his pocket that he
had written shortly before he died. It said simply, “This is true. We are all beggars.”9 This is a
truthful evaluation of our lives. Our gracious God has given us everything, even life eternal.

Evangelist D.T. Niles once stated that the heart of “Christianity is one beggar telling other
beggars where to find bread.”10 Isn’t this what we do? We know where there is an endless
supply of bread with no need to hoard it, and we want everyone to know.

And by the way, it is not simply bread that our Lord has prepared for us, but an eternal wedding
banquet. We are grateful for those he sent to us with the invitation to attend, and we are
privileged to be servants sent by our relentless King, who loves the world and wants his
wedding feast to be full. And…empowered by the Holy Spirit, we go out with the same
relentless urgency as our God.

Please pray with me. Dear heavenly Father, our eternal King. Bless us with your passion for
filling your banquet hall. Teach us to see as you see, with eyes of love for those who would hear
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your invitation. Grant us strength to endure any hardships as we boldly proclaim Jesus as your
Son, our Savior. In his name we pray, Amen.

Tim and Diane Esala’s Story:
They decided to tithe the first years of their retirement, and have served at Stronghold
Cambodia (a Cambodian-led Christian NGO) since 2015.  During that time, their primary
role has been to teach ESL to economically-disadvantaged children from the surrounding
Buddhist/Muslim community, but they have a passion for sharing Jesus through singing
with children which has been their greatest joy.

Because the children speak little English, they hear about Jesus’ love in their own heart
language of Khmer for the first time during daily devotions.  As a part of devotion time,
they use music as a tool to pierce their hearts with the Good News of the Gospel
incorporating songs using both English and the Khmer languages. Singing songs in English
with actions helps their pronunciation and understanding, and singing in Khmer carries
these seeds of faith straight to their hearts where they can take root and flourish through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Like children everywhere, Cambodian children love to sing! They often sing those same
Christian songs at play, repeating the songs from their daily devotion time. It is likely that
their families also hear the same songs at home. We pray that Gospel songs bring
comfort, strength and courage as they grow to be all that God has created them to be
because nothing is more precious than a child of God living out their God-given potential
found in the love and saving grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


